V06504 Hague clock

1660-1665

h 33.5, w 24.5, d 13

Signed on cartouche 'Seueryn Ooƒterwyck Fecit Haghe Met priuelege'

By Severijn Oosterwijck, the Hague

Christiaan Huygens ordered several prototypes of sea clocks from the Hague clockmaker Severijn Oosterwijck. The influence of Salomon Coster on Oosterwijck is evident from the design of this clock, which still very closely resembles the first Coster clocks. However apart from hanging it on a wall (the suspension hooks are missing), this clock has feet and stands on its own.

The wooden case is veneered with ebony. The brass dial plate is covered with brown velvet  and turns on hinges. The brass dial ring has a central hour hand (I-XII, also indicating half hours) and minute hand (1-60). Placed in the centre is a small brass alarm disc (1-12). Above the dial ring there is a date aperture (1-31). The numbers 1-30 are punched on the back of this dial. The hinged cartouche could once be moved upwards, but is now tightened. The hole with the pendulum behind is now covered with the velvet from the dial plate. 

The spring-driven movement has going and striking trains with four wheels driven by a single barrel. Duration is one day. Striking is regulated by a count wheel on the back plate and occurs every hour. The brass pendulum with brass bob is driven by a verge escapement with a brass crown wheel. The pendulum is suspended on a silk thread between two cycloidal cheeks. A separate spring-driven alarm work is attached to the dial plate and has a separate (new) bell.
Oosterwijck, Severijn

Severijn Adamsen Oosterwijck (before 1637-c.1694) probably came from Rotterdam, where he married in 1657. A year later he went to The Hague, where he may have worked with Salomon Coster. In 1660 he rented a house at the west side of 't Spui, which he left the following year when he bought a house ('the three gilded moles') on 't Spui. In the period from 1663-1665 Oosterwijck made several experimental sea clocks for Christiaan Huygens. Huygens also ordered some pendulum clocks for friends abroad. In 1678 Oosterwijck bought a new house on the Brouwersgracht. He had at least two apprentices: Pieter de Roo and Paulus Brederode and probably his three sons too: Adam, Johannes and Jacob. Johannes set up a clockmaker's shop in Amsterdam, Jacob one in Rotterdam, while Adam stayed in the Hague where he continued his father's workshop. Severijn (together with his son Adam) set up the Clockmakers' Guild of The Hague in 1688.
Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
